
Mid-America Buddhist Association
MABA 2016 Calendar

MABA (Mid-America Buddhist Association)
299 Heger Lane
Augusta, MO 63332

Address Service Requested

Non Profit Or.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Augusta, MO
Permit No. 9

• m
ay all beings be safe, happy, healthy and free • m

ay all beings be safe, happy, healthy and free • m
ay all beings be safe, happy, healthy and free • m

ay all beings be safe, happy, healthy and free •

A
B
O

U
T M

A
B
A

In 1994, the M
id-A

m
erica Buddhist 

A
ssociation (M

A
BA

) w
as established 

and becam
e a nonprofit organization. 

The m
ission of the M

id-A
m

erica 
Buddhist A

ssociation (M
A

BA
) is to 

practice, preserve and prom
ote the 

teachings of the Buddha in the M
id-

w
est of the U

nited States, especially the 
St. Louis and Chicago areas (Chicago 
area w

ebsite w
w

w
.ibfausa.org). A

s 
part of this m

ission, M
A

BA
 supports a 

m
onastic com

m
unity, its lay follow

ers 
and supporters. M

A
BA’s spiritual 

objectives are to follow
 the M

iddle 
Path and to live in accordance w

ith 
Buddhist teachings concerning m

orality, 
m

editation and w
isdom

. M
A

BA’s goals 
are to prom

ote Buddhism
 in A

m
erica, to 

prom
ote Buddhism

 through beneficial 
spiritual and social activities, to support 
Buddhist and academ

ic organizations 
in the study of Buddhism

, to provide an 
environm

ent for the practice and study 
of Buddhism

 and to support the Sangha 

Ven. Kungshih

D
on (Xiankuan)

Sharon (Xianyi)

Katty (Xianzhi)

Tracy (Xianw
an)
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M
A

STER
 JIR

U
M

aster Jiru is the A
bbot of the M

id-A
m

erica 
Buddhist A

ssociation and M
onastary. 

M
aster studied Theravada Buddhism

 and 
w

as ordained in that tradition in Thailand. 
H

e later studied Chinese Buddhism
 and 

ordained in that tradition under the late 
great Buddhist M

aster Venerable Zhum
o.

Ven. Kungshih w
as ordained under Ven. 

M
aster Ji Ru at the ShuangLin M

onastery 
in Tao Yuan, Taiw

an in 1997.  After 
studying and training in the 
m

onastic life under Bhikshuni Zhao 
H

ui and Bhikshuni Xin G
uang in 

ShuangLin M
onastery, she joined 

M
ABA in 1998, w

here she serves as 
the adm

inistrative director. 

A
lso know

n as D
on shushu (U

ncle D
on), D

on 
took lay precepts in 2005 and Bodhisattva 
vow

s in 2007 w
ith M

aster Jiru. H
e originally 

began m
editation practice in 1969 under 

his first teacher, H
o Kuang-chung, w

ho 
taught at W

ashington U
niversity. H

e is 
now

 a cognitive behavioral therapist 
w

ho travels nationally to train psy-
chotherapists.  H

e now
 serves as one of 

M
A

BA
 senior teachers, organizing m

any of 
the retreats, etc.

Xianyi Sharon Corcoran is a St. Louis native 
w

ho w
as introduced to m

editation in her 
early 20s, but began seriously practicing 

after 1991 w
hen she m

oved to Ireland 
w

ith husband, discovering D
zogchen 

Beara, a Tibetan Buddhist center 
led by Sogyal Rinpoche. In 2007 
she returned to w

ork at W
ashington 

U
niversity. In 2009 Sharon began taking 

Buddhist Vow
s and w

as later confirm
ed as 

a lay D
harm

a teacher by M
aster Jiru.

Born in Argentina, Ven. traveled to Tzu 
H

an, Taiw
an in 1990, as a layperson, 

learning m
editation, m

onastic duties, 
and Chinese.  After m

onastic 
ordination in 1992, she traveled 
betw

een Brazil and Argentina, 
helping translate Buddhist texts 
into Spanish and Portuguese. In 

2013 M
aster Jiru visited Brazil to give 

teachings, and invited her to M
ABA.

O
riginally from

 H
ong Kong, Katty 

has had a num
ber of lay careers, 

including m
edia, art, and accounting. 

In 2004, Katty received her M
aster’s 

degree from
 H

ong Kong U
niversity 

in Buddhist Studies. Katty also 
helped M

aster Jiru find the cur-
rent M

A
BA

 property.  In 2007 after 
taking her Bodhisattva Vow

s, Katty 
w

as appointed as one of the lay 
D

harm
a teachers by M

aster Ji Ru.

Tracy began attending M
A

BA
 w

ith 
her daughter in 2006. They w

ere both 
draw

n to the Buddhist concepts 
of non-violence and insight and 

equanim
ity. Tracy took her 

Refuge and Precept Vow
s in 

2007, and later her Bodhisattva 
Vow

s. Tracy is a Play Therapist in 
private practice. She coordinates 

M
A

BA’s Children’s Program
s and 

com
m

unity outreach projects.  

Ven. Zhaozhan
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M
A

BA
 offers special study groups for our 

young Buddhists at our Children’s Pavillion.
D

izang M
em

orial H
all is the largest Buddhist 

M
em

orial H
all in M

id-Am
erica w

ith 400+ niches.
The G

uanyin Pavilion overlooks M
A

BA’s 
serene lake offering a special place of peace.

A
 new

 fem
ale residential hall/library is 

currently being build and w
ill open in 2016.
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2nd-3rd - A
nnual Bodhisattva Retreat Friday-Saturday

This is a by-invitation only retreat for those w
ho have 

taken Bodhisattva Vow
s.  It is also open to those 

w
ho have taken Refuge and Precept Vow

s, and have 
an interest in learning m

ore about the Bodhisattva 
Path, the M

ahayana aspiration to be of benefit to all 
beings.  In addition to m

editation, w
e have a num

ber of 
presentations on a part of the 52 Stages.  This retreat is 
under the direction of M

aster Jiru.
4th- D

izang Blessing Cerem
ony Sunday 10-3pm

M
A

BA
 has constructed the second largest D

izang 
H

all in the M
idw

est.  O
n this day w

e gather together 
to honor all those w

ho have passed and w
ho are ill, 

sending them
 blessings through m

editation and 
chanting of the Ksitigharba Sutra.  
17th- M

indfulness D
ay- 1:30-3:30 - Thai Tem

ple
18th- Children’s H

alf-D
ay - Sunday 10-11:45am

O
C
TO

B
ER

9th- G
uanyin Blessing Cerem

ony Sunday 10-11:45am
G

uanyin, the Bodhisattva of G
reat Com

passion, is one 
of the m

ost beloved of all the Buddha’s disciples.  W
e 

gather at M
A

BA’s G
uanyin Pavilion for a D

harm
a talk 

and chanting from
 Chapter 25 of the Lotus Sutra.  

16th- Children’s H
alf-D

ay - Sunday 10-11:45am
20th-23rd- Chinese Lectures by Ven. Kaiyin TBA
28th-29th- Bhikkhu Bodhi Retreat - Friday-Saturday 

8:30am
-4:30pm

W
e are happy to w

elcom
e back 

Ven. Bhikkhu Bodhi for tw
o 

days of teaching before the 
Sunday G

lobal W
alk for H

unger.  
Bhikkhu Bodhi is one of the great 
translators and com

m
entators 

on the Buddhist Suttas.  H
e has 

w
ritten extensively, and his text, 

In the Buddha’s W
ords, provides the basic D

ham
m

a 
training at M

A
BA

.  W
e are very fortunate to have  this 

w
onderful teacher visit M

A
BA

 again.  H
e travels very 

little, so this is a special event.  Register early as space is 
lim

ited.
30th- G

lobal W
alk for H

unger Tow
er G

rove Park Sunday 1pm
 

This annual event w
as initiated by Ven. Bhikkhu Bodhi, 

the great translator, com
m

entator, and author of  In the 
Buddha’s W

ords.  W
e join together w

ith people around 
the w

orld to raise donations for this w
onderful charity 

w
hich helps people in countries suffering from

 hunger.  

N
O

V
EM

B
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12th- Venerable Konghuan M
em

orial - Saturday
Ven. Konghuan w

as one of the original m
onastics to 

reside at M
A

BA
. W

e com
e together to celebrate her life 

and legacy by chanting the D
iam

ond Sutra in English 
and Chinese. 
13th- Kathina O

ffering Cerem
ony - Sunday

This short cerem
ony allow

s all the lay practictioners 
to express their generosity and gratitude to the 
m

onastics by providing them
 w

ith necessary item
s just 

before their three m
onth retreat. 

13th- Children’s H
alf-D

ay - Sunday 10-11:45am

D
EC

EM
B
ER

1st- Begin the M
onastic W

inter Retreat
31st-  N

ew
 Year Blessing Cerem

ony Saturday 7pm
-12am

M
A

R
C
H

13th- Socially Engaged Buddhism
- 1:30-3:00 @

 FG
S

19th- Beginner’s Retreat Saturday 8:30am
-4:30pm

 
This retreat is especially designer for beginners, but is 
also open for m

ore experienced m
editators.  W

e w
ill 

focus on the Eightfold Path and how
 this path affects 

our lives.  W
e w

ill experience four periods of sitting 
m

editation for thirty m
inutes along w

ith w
alking 

m
editation and several dharm

a talks and discussions. 
20th- Children’s H

alf-D
ay Sunday 10-11:45am

A
P
R
IL

3rd- Q
ingm

ing M
em

orial Cerem
ony Sunday 1-3pm

This traditional Chinese holiday honors all our 
ancestors and respected elders.  Filial piety is 
regarded as one of the highest Chinese virtues.  
O

n this day w
e express our gratitude tow

ard our 
ancestors by chanting the A

m
itabha Sutra. 

17th- Children’s H
alf-D

ay - Sunday 10-11:45am
23rd- Four Foundations of M

indfulness Retreat

M
A
Y

21st- Refuge &
 Precept Retreat -Saturday 8:30-4:30

This retreat em
phasizes both m

editation and 
the Buddha’s path.  W

e w
ill have the opportunity 

to explore w
hat it m

eans to take Refuge and to 
practice the five Precepts.  Those interested have the 
option of taking vow

s w
ith the M

aster.  
22nd- Children’s H

alf-D
ay -Sunday 10-11:45 am

JU
N

E
5th- Vesak D

ay - Fo G
uang Shan, STL Sunday 9am

-4pm
O

n this day w
e celebrate Shakyam

uni Buddha’s 
birthday, enlightenm

ent and passing into 
Parinibbana.  It is the m

ost im
portant holiday of 

the Buddhist calendar.  Sponsored by the Buddhist 
Council of G

reater St. Louis, all Buddhist organizations 
and their m

em
bers are invited for a full day of 

m
editation, dharm

a talks, vegetarian food, and 
additional activities, including those for children. 
26th- Children’s H

alf-D
ay -Sunday 10-11:45am

JU
LY

17th- Children’s H
alf-D

ay - Sunday 10-11:45am
23rd- Yogacara Retreat - Sunday 8:30am

-4:30pm
This retreat is a w

ay for both beginners and m
ore 

experienced people to learn about Yogacara 
practice.  In M

ahayana Buddhism
, there are tw

o 
m

ajor m
ethodologies: M

adhyam
ika and Yogacara.  

Chan (Zen) and Tibetan Buddhism
 are both a 

synthesis of these tw
o m

ethods.  W
e w

ill learn 
to deepen our understanding of how

 to practice 
m

indfulness m
editation is a very direct w

ay.  

A
U

G
U

ST
21st- Children’s H

alf D
ay - Sunday 10-11:45am

M
indfulness m

editation is a m
ethod of bringing 

our aw
areness to the breath and body in order to 

help the m
ind be m

ore peaceful. 

Every Sunday m
editation is held starting at 

10am
. All are w

elcom
e to attend.  Please visit our 

w
ebsite for m

ore details or to m
ake a donation: 

w
w

w
.m

aba-usa.org.

SU
G

G
ESTED

 D
O

N
ATIO

N
S:

M
A

BA
 offers retreats free of charge; how

ever, a 
suggested donation of $35/day is recom

m
ended 

for each retreat, $10 donation for Sunday lunch.

O
p
en

in
g
 o

f th
e n

ew
 fem

a
le d

o
rm

ito
ry, 

th
e B

lu
e Lo

tu
s H

o
u
se, Fa

ll 2
0
1
6
.  TB

A

Located on 76 secluded acres atop the rolling 
hills of Augusta overlooking the M

ississippi 
River Valley, retreats are offered m

onthly M
arch 

through N
ovem

ber. 

M
A

BA
 is affiliated w

ith the Chan - Linji tradition.  
Chinese Buddhism

 is very respectful of the 
original Buddhist teachings and focuses on the 
integration of the Buddhist D

iscourses and the 
later M

ahayana teachings.

M
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N
 (M

A
B
A

)

D
IR

EC
TIO

N
S:

M
A

BA’s address is:
299 H

eger Lane, A
ugusta, M

O
 63332

Enter by w
ay H

w
y 94 to Schindler Road (N

O
T 

through H
eger Lane).

Please bew
are that sm

art phone G
PS 

som
etim

es m
isleads. 

C
O

N
TA

C
T:

W
ebsite: w

w
w

.m
aba-usa.org

Em
ail: office@

m
aba-usa.org

Retreat Sign-U
p: donshushu@

cbt-stl.com
Tel: (636) 482-4037 from

 9 am
 - 7 pm

 C
T

Fax: (636) 482-4078

O
pen: Friday &

 Saturday @
 10:00 am

 - 3:30 pm
 

Central Tim
e / Sunday @

 9:00 am
 - 4:00 pm

 
Central Tim

e

To visit during off-hours, please m
ake an 

appointm
ent ahead of tim

e.

Please see the M
A

BA
 w

ebsite for inform
ation 

regarding Buddhist ettiquette and dress code. 

M
A

B
A

 D
a
ily

 Sch
ed

u
le 

M
onday to Saturday (For m

onastics & residents)
5:00 am

 - W
ake Up

5:30 am
 - Sitting M

editation & Sutra Chanting
6:40 am

 - Breakfast & After-M
eal Cleanup

8:00 am
 - Personal Study Tim

e/W
ork Assignm

ent
12:00 pm

  - Lunch & After-m
eal Cleanup

2:30 pm
 - Personal Study Tim

e
7:00 pm

 - Sitting M
ediation & Sutra Chanting

8-10 pm
 - Personal Practice/Study Tim

e

SU
N

D
A
Y

 SC
H

ED
U

LE 
(Open to the public)

9 am
 - M

editation Introduction & Study Groups
10 am

 - Sitting M
editation

10:40 am
 - W

alking M
editation

11 am
 - Dharm

a Talk
11:35 am

 - Chanting
11:45 am

 - Vegetarian Lunch**

M
o
n
a
stic W

in
ter R

etrea
t

Three m
onths: Dec. 1, 2015 - Feb. 28, 2016

B.E. 2559 - 2560
*From

 D
ecem

ber to the end of February, M
editation Introduction 

w
ill be at 10 am

 (instead of 9 am
).  People w

ill have the option to 
have tw

o sessions of m
editation or participate in our Introduction 

to M
editation from

 10-10:40 am
 Sunday m

orning.

  For 2500 years since the tim
e of the Buddha, m

onastics 
have traditionally taken three m

onths every year to 
m

editate and study.  This is called the Rains Retreat 
because it took place in India during the rainy season.  In 
our region the best tim

e to practice is during the w
inter 

season.  D
uring the W

inter Retreat dharm
a talks are 

suspended. Instead, experienced m
editators w

ill have the 
opportunity to deepen their practice w

ith a 10 am
 sitting, 

follow
ed by w

alking m
editation, and a second period of 

sitting. Beginners m
ay receive practice instruction from

 
10-10:40am

, and then join the m
ain group for w

alking 
and sitting m

editation.  A
 D

harm
a study group focused on 

the M
ahayana texts takes place on Thursday evenings in 

Chesterfield during the W
inter Retreat. 

** A
nyone is w

elcom
e to bring a vegetarian dish for 6-12 people.  

Please no m
eat products, onions, or garlic. 

Retreats
Cerem

onies
Buddhist Council Events

Children’s H
alf-D

ays


